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THE   HOME   OF   MANKIND

capital. This fact is responsible for the leading position of the
Amsterdam stock exchange, and the importance of Amsterdam as
a place where people and nations go to borrow money, while the
necessity of carrying all this merchandise to and from Europe

A POLDER

makes it possible for the Netherlands to remain eighth on the list
of ship-owning nations.
The tonnage of the vessels used for the trade at home is higher
than that of any other country. The country is honeycombed with
convenient waterways, and the canal-boat is the most dangerous
rival of the railway as it can be operated at a minimum of cost in
a country where, until recently, the time clement did not play a
very important part in the daily aflairs of men, women, cows,
horses, and dogs.